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Most of us will have had the experience of opening a news app or social media and seeing the same event described in completely different ways.

One headline tells a story of threat.
Another frames the same moment as justice.
Another barely mentions it at all.

And without even realising it, we begin to feel differently — anxious, angry, defensive, or self-righteous — depending on which version we encounter first.

The facts may not have changed.
But the lens has.

The voice that tells the story shapes how we understand what is happening — and, just as importantly, how we understand one another.

And that raises a question that sits right at the heart of today’s readings:
Whose voice shapes us — and how does that voice teach us to see ourselves and others?


We live in a world saturated with voices.

News cycles that never stop.
Social media feeds that reward outrage.
Algorithms that decide which stories we see — and which we never will.

We are constantly told:
· who to fear
· who to blame
· who belongs
· who does not

Much of this is driven by fear of losing identity, fear of losing control, fear of losing power. And those fears are profitable.


Fear keeps us clicking.
Fear keeps us divided.
Fear keeps us suspicious of one another.

It’s at this point that it helps to name the lens we are using to read these texts today — a lens often called liberation theology.
That phrase can sound technical, but at heart it is very simple. Liberation theology is not a different religion or a political agenda. It is a way of reading the Bible that begins with real human experience, especially the experience of those who live under pressure, exclusion, or injustice.
It asks questions like:
· Who holds power in this story?
· Who is pushed to the edges?
· Whose voices are taken seriously — and whose are ignored?
This lens matters particularly in our time because we live in a world shaped by inequality and fear, where narratives are often controlled by those with the most power. Liberation theology helps us resist reading Scripture in ways that protect comfort or reinforce division and instead invites us to hear the Bible as a living word that speaks into real lives, real suffering, and real hope.


From a liberation perspective, naming fear matters deeply, because fear is one of the most effective tools of oppression. It narrows imagination. It reduces complex human beings into labels. It convinces us that safety comes from drawing tighter boundaries rather than building deeper relationships.

And into that kind of world, both of today’s readings speak.


In 1 Corinthians, Paul is not scolding people for being a bit argumentative. He is addressing a community whose identity is under strain.

The church in Corinth lives in a society obsessed with status, rhetoric, influence, and public success. People are used to aligning themselves with powerful figures — philosophers, patrons, leaders — because doing so offers protection and prestige.

So when the church starts saying:
“I belong to Paul”
“I belong to Apollos”
“I belong to Cephas”

this is not just theological disagreement.
It is fear talking.

Fear of being insignificant.
Fear of not being heard.
Fear of not being safe unless we align ourselves with the “right” voice.

Paul’s response is extraordinary. He refuses to compete for loyalty. He refuses to centre himself. Instead, he points to the cross — the very thing that dismantles every system built on dominance, success, and superiority.

From a liberation lens, the cross is not about glorifying suffering. It is about exposing the violence of power. It names what happens when empires feel threatened. And it declares that God does not side with the loudest, the strongest, or the most convincing — but with those rendered powerless by such systems.

The cross says:
God is not impressed by the voices we elevate.
God is found among those voices the world tries to silence.


We turn to Matthew’s Gospel.

Jesus begins ministry after an arrest.
John is imprisoned.
Political power has already made its move.

This is not a neutral backdrop. It is a world shaped by occupation, surveillance, and control. People know what happens when you speak the wrong words or align yourself with the wrong movement.

And yet, it is here that Jesus says:

“Repent — change how you see the world.”

This is not about personal guilt. It is about re-orienting imagination.

When Jesus calls the fishers, they are not being recruited into a religious club. They are being invited to step out of a system that tells them:
· survival is everything
· scarcity is inevitable
· your worth is what you produce

To follow Jesus is to risk leaving behind the story the empire tells about who matters and why.

Liberation theology reminds us that this call is never abstract. It always has social consequences. It reshapes how power is understood, how communities are formed, and whose lives are treated as valuable.

So, the link between these two passages is not unity for its own sake, or mission as expansion.

It is formation.

Both communities — Corinth and Galilee — are being asked:
· Who is shaping you?
· What story are you living by?

In Corinth, fear fractures the community into competing identities.
In Galilee, fear is confronted by an invitation into a different way of living.


And the question presses into our world today.

Today, fear of identity dominates public life.

We see it when:
· entire communities are reduced to headlines
· complex global issues are flattened into slogans
· people are encouraged to fear one another rather than question systems

Social media and news media do not just report reality — they frame it. They decide whose pain is visible and whose is ignored. They teach us, subtly, who deserves compassion and who does not.

And if we are not careful, the church can mirror this.
We can begin to define ourselves over and against others.
We can cling to labels because they feel safer than relationship.
We can let the loudest voices, rather than the most loving ones, shape our theology.
From a liberation perspective, this is not a small issue. Because how we see one another determines how we treat one another.

To live as kingdom people is not to withdraw from the world — but to be formed differently within it.

It is to ask, again and again:
· Whose voices am I trusting?
· Who benefits from the story I am being told?
· Who is missing from the picture?

The cross and the call of Jesus both insist that God’s wisdom does not align with systems built on fear. God’s reign is revealed where dignity is restored, where voices are heard, where power is shared rather than hoarded.

This is slow work. Relational work. Courageous work.

And it begins not with certainty — but with attentiveness.
So perhaps the invitation of these readings is not:
“Be more united”
or “Try harder to follow”

But something deeper, and more unsettling:

Whose voice is shaping how we see ourselves — and how we see one another?

And what might change — in us, in our communities, in our world — if we allowed the voice of love, justice, and compassion to be louder than fear?

That is not an easy path.

But it is the path that leads towards life.
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